THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


STAR. 


He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.—Jesus Christ. 


Come out-of her, my people, that ye be not partakere of her-sins, and that ye reeeive.not of her 
plagues.—A Voice from Heaven. 
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REFORMATION. 


BEPORT.OF A CONFERENCE OF THE PRESIDING ELDERS .OF .THE WELSH CONFERENCES, 
ASSEMBLED AT “ UDGORN SEION” OFFICE, SWANSEA, O¥ FHURSDAY AND FRIDAY, THE 
ap 187H OF MARCH, 1857, FOR, THE PURPOSE OF COMMENCING A REFORMATION: 


& 


‘ 
| 


‘Him, sing, speak, and. edify-each. 
one o-elock, p.m., when absent: breth- 

‘Daniel, Daniels; ‘William Miller, .and | ren are expected to be here. 
‘JamesPaylorithe Presidency of the Welsh “1feel shat it is going to be an. impor- 
‘Mission, and Israel Evans,.and Benjamin } tant time with this they. 

Ashby, late-Counsellers. sill: have. to serve. either’ God or Mam-. 

‘Wales ‘Conferenees ;:Abednego ‘Williams, |.cient: ad to 
iBenjagin. Evans, dobn Davies, idehu Sif the, hand be Him ;: if 
“Phomas, David Davies, Thomas ‘Rees,- then; fellow::him.’ ,As I have -the- 

Edward :D. ‘Miles, Joseph: Griffiths, and thes | 
“Themas Jenes,. the ‘Presidents .pf the |:principles.of the I feel to serve- 
‘South Wales Gonferenees; and .several;Mlod. believe that you feel 
travelling and lecal Elders. and to. 
Reporter—William Lewis, of: the Ud-|:the.same eounsele—to labour: with 

Seon Office. might .in vineyard while 

‘The Qpnference was opened dy: 
“ oKing in Zion ;” Lado. potjatend to talk much 

President Bee- | places to:hear.an 
ithren:: oI give you 
| ments of and | 

| down in. humility. before our: God, ov.any. of -your. 


i 
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you feel that the reins are drawn too| 


tight, or whether they are too slack; if 
the latter, we will tighten . them gam ) 
We cannot enjoy any great ee of the 


Spirit of unless we feel liberty to 
unbosom our feelings to each other, and 
unless we ‘cou much together’ as 


i Brigham instructs us to do. 

“TI have desired to visit this spacious 
field of labour, among the first to whom I 
would endeavour to carry the Reforma- 
tion, and to meet the presiding Elders of 
this mission at some convenient placé, 
that we might have an understanding 
with each other about the important re- 
formation that is required—to fast and 


prays and to humble ourselves before the 


_ your past slothfulness an 


rd, and to hammer and = you, if. 

mecessary, until you can rig tly repent of 

sins, confess 

them, and then go down into the waters 
of baptism, and renew your covenants, 

“TT expect that an improvement will be 

made throughout this mission—that more 


will be accomplished by brothers Miller and 


Taylor than have been by brothers Evans 


and Ashby; not because the latter have 


not been faithful, but because of an in- 
crease of light, and of more opportuni- 
ties, advantages, and power. You will 


_ from henceforth lay hold of the thing b 


the handle, to lead it as you wish, and,- 


. when it is necessary, we know how to use 


7 sion, have been instructed to go 


the cudgel. 
“The Presidency of the European Mis- 
into. 
the different Conferences of the Church, 
and effect a thorough : reformation, by 


the people to a sense and to the 
accompli 


ment of.their duties ;.commen- 
cing at each place with the’ presiding au- 
thorities—to awaken, arouse, stir, and 
shake them, and, if necessary, to kick 


and thump, hammer and pound them, 


antil we are satisfied with 


e result. I 
hope you:are like pliable clay, that may be 


_ moulded into vessels. of: honour.:. After 


vessels have stood the workings of .the. 
mill, and have: been properly moulded,. 


4 


_ I hope that you will be work he| 1: 
form before leave. . [President the: 
oung’s Jetter on the Reformation was:| pr 


they: have the butning process to go 
through. Many.crack by 


ing -burned. - 
‘into the | 


REFORMATION. 
hands; if he tells me to go, I go; if it be 


to return, I return immediately, I return 
by first train, and am y to ask, 
‘ How can I serve you, President Pratt? 
Shall I black your boots, run on an 
errand, or to the wharf, and see if. 
there is a ship which can be chartered?’ 
J am always on hand, and ready to go 
to any part of the earth where I am sent, 


-or to do anything required of me. I wish 


to see the spirit of humility resting upon all 
my brethren. When you have the spirit of 
humility, the spirit that leads to exaltation 


is upon you. In some instances, instead 
of this humble and sociable spirit, there is 


ambition and self-conceit. The differ- 
ing Pastor and President stand aghast 
from each other grinning like bears, and 
afraid of crossing each other’s path, lest a 
fight ensue. Indeed, the condescendin 
Pastor sometimes thinks the di ified 
Conference President a greater wiser 
man than himself; or the aspiring Presi- 
dent thinks himself a person of greater 
consequence than his Pastor, or, at least, 
that he ought.to be so placed, and, in 
some instances, the great man has been a 
Pastor! This spirit, if found here, must 
be kicked out of the mission; and every one 
shall occupy his own place. The respon- 
sibility of the Welsh Missien devolves upon 
its’. President, brother - Daniels, .and not 
upon his Counsellors; they are only re- 
nsible for:what he enjoins up | 
is: intended reformation in Wales must 
commence in the head, and then go down- 
wards to the feet. and toes. 
eve the man who is over 


‘and prospered—to see the kingdom rollit 
forth. | If we will not do it, we shall 
removed; and others, who will do it, be 
* All people do not always do things in 
the same way.) If I have my peculiarities 
and faults, -you should .bear with me; if 


Lavish to ow your. and in- 
_-tentionswhether you intend to be obe-. 
dient to those above you. : I have a Pre-} 


Us In the Lord, I tell you it Will hinder u: 

from receiving much of the Holy Spirit. 
| Such: hinderances, if we find them — 
| : must be removed. .We want ‘toe be blessed 
| 
| parson, you’ should put up with them ; 
| ve lately been with brother Ross in 
: ondon Pastorate, where I have been 
| thing the reformation, until at last I 
: had things in the shape I wanted them— 
| be brethren came to ‘comprehend in.:the 
| amé light as I did. Brother Ross” said 
| he had been: labouring under four 
| 


Mission, and had found that each of them |: 


.differed in their policy. That might have | 
been to some extent ; circumstances differ. | ti 


We control circumstances to 


some 


awe, shone contro] them as far as 
«T want to see 


your eyes. and 
of darkness and tradition torn from 


at 


~our duty to labour to the best advantage | 


s to obey the . or to Dave 
the Priesthood,.and go out to labour; 
. bet we did it voluntarily. . People have 
, naked, of sick; but when. the 

they ought to go forth and: labour with 
. their might, and accomplish something. 
: is nothing more needed than a 


ty | themselves first. 


“Qur 


_ thorough reformation—we want to take 
fresh start, and might as well begin now. 


4 


_ President Danzexs said he 
the sentiments already 
the p of an improvement in the af- 
fairs of the mission. As for himself, his o 
interest, and whole ambition were to buil 
up the kingdom of God. He knew that 
its order was not for people to mind 
such a spirit of- 
fered itself to him, he always rebuked it, 
and said, “I want the kingdom of. God, 
and His. righteousness first.” He said 
Presid ent has come, and shall j 
where the ‘ ’ lies. It is a fact thas 
theusands in Wales believe the 
but. will not be baptized. There has 
faithful throughout the mission 
duri last year, but only afew have 
been baptized. Individual attempts have 
success ; but is right-starting 
reformation will have full effect. 
m 


brethren, {can my body.an 


an mn on face of this 
creation found there, although 


“T feel the necessity of being renewed 
and refreshed, and am willing to bow 
down, kiss the rod, and take it to the 


nciple among 
bby dwelt long upon the fait 
warm-heartedness, itality, and libe- 
rality of and: their 
m in followin 
TaYLOR expr their determination 
live their religion, and help to “kick th 
scales from. off the eyes of the people 
and to be obedient to the Priesthood. 
Pastor J. E. Jones, after . D 
his good feelings, and his way of livin, 


REFORMATION. 
“The meeting is now at your pleasure. * 
| y the Lord Ba 
ne of r together, in the name 7 
eyes, that you may comprehend that which 
is for your. own good. It is your d 
‘and to your interest.to keep the Word o 
_ Wisdom, to study how to be most diligent 
and economical. .Some Elders in this 
please, GO wh aD 
_do what they please without the -permis- 
gion or instruction of their President, 
send out a Travelling Elder to preach in 
_ their stead, and sit and lounge upon sofas 
for weeks together, and be pavpg twen- 
__ ty miles from their proper of labour. 
Will such persons gain any. d for 
their labour?...Not a crt If I 
to plough d he, 
instegd of going to plough, goes d 
chat, eat, drink, and - enjoy io heart laid open, not a single bad feeli 
ought not toexpect any pay. We 
. ders of Israel, and labourers in the Lord’s 
vineyard. Even 'the Gentiles are interes- ve often felt for the wor 
ted in, and carefulof their master’s work, | God, and have reproved brethren. 
although they are.oppressed. When we/ We may in one day destroy the labour of 
consider. the better work and wages of | 
our Great Master, and the liberties and 
ease that we enjay, when compared with 
the Gentiles,. we thould be more interes- 
ted, diligent, i ious, careful, and | extent that I. deserve. My prayer is 
economical with our Father’s work, in| that we may have a good time—an ef- 
which our future welfare. consists. We /|fectual, and thorough reformation, and 
* should reflect upon these things, and ex- | with it an increase of the power of God.” 
amine ourselves. whether we are pliable in| Elders Evans and BENJAMIN 
the hands of the Lord, and if we are pli- | AsHpy expressed their feelings towards 
_ able in His hands, we are so in the hands | the work—their endeavours during the 
_of His servants who are over us. It is| year they had laboured in Wales—the 
introduction and of the 


“Faith . 


‘of and ‘An 
three three ‘from ‘the Church 


adv 


‘tra- 
‘did the satne, an {snot ‘emni- 
ints are’ strygiiin 
‘David presides” 


“He. travelled, | in 


reathed, “anid: ‘mach ‘last 
in the ‘wititer, ‘when’ ‘travelli oad 
impracticable,-he wenb'to work in’ 


earned himself clothes, and he His 


‘Conference to’make up ‘their ple 
money, and visited the Saitics on Sundays. 


‘The debts of thése’ four Conferences to | 


‘the two Offices are about £100. ‘Thenum- 


- ber of members of.“all sorts-is about 350. | ti 
‘The nutiber of women who give | 


Uf everything 
Remen- 


WET Wiiddin means what 


re 


"that hinder us. 
the: it‘ Of the Lord as 


Of “who? fs “up 
the Word: of Wis- 


uniary aid'is 85. “Phree or four 


resolute and. persevering travelling Elders |’ 
will be required to ‘travel through North |’ 


“Wales. The Oy sutdmer ‘time. 
oye  tnountains high where 
lye.sky,”'was sweetly sung to 


tune of “Minnie Gray,” and the 
‘meeting adjourned, after prayer, w1itil 


‘two p.m. 


Two o'clock, p.m. 


‘* ©, my ‘Father, thou that 


jeave their minds to‘wander- over all ‘crea- 


“Of ‘the , and the” | trave’ ‘themn'* Solr “dat souls, 
followed the presiding” Elders, ‘who | OF thettiselves, if they 
many’ in [ted 
| 
al from enjoying 
the ut the Liver- 
it” . “Phe same 
‘it was: the fEaripéan Misvion. Wetarelong enough 
| ‘tamperdd of God, 
‘dom “and awito hus ‘heen “high 
“in “When ‘he lays 
*his bands ‘recover ; and 
‘the’ ies. is erence 
‘in tis ‘in -better order 
‘deed the ‘une where I- find 'the 
“a ‘one “$f their’ meetings, 
sand ?4dn order ; 
wouid not turn to u every 
Pn | attention to the speaker. When it-was 
me to commence service, brother’ Davies 
ny, ‘President Benson, ‘we'are 
pe d, and are in order,‘ the ‘meet- 
ingis at your direction.’ I ‘wish ‘the 
: Welsh presiding Eiders to corduct' their 
‘in a ‘sintilar’ and ‘riot 
: ion. Let us concentrate our’ minds, our 
| feelings, our Priesthood,’and power ‘in 
| tion of the Holy ‘Spirit. “Tf ‘any of» you. 
| sel to prophesy, 'or' speak ‘in’ es, ‘do 
| >; sing, pray, teddh;‘or do 
| you are iad fio ; ‘be ‘free ‘as ‘the 
If you''do ‘him, in’ 
| Loe minutes OF te Liverpool | natne of go to tkbour 
BENson perceive | Ghedient. Hie Unly #'responsible ‘for ‘the 


x 


and whip- 
them, 
be, 


shall 


of. this, mission,and he shall. be: ised, but openly and frankly 
and its beatings, par. deta. | mich, and not. before 
mination to go forth and, and those, who do it will come 
Daniel. Davies was. asked. when,,he.in- The. ] 
‘Ob,. about the time: the Temple will] fore them. It reminded him of a party in, 
be ready, I expect.’ Pottawattamie p é 
forth. to labour, let. us doit un- liscnssed, the. question. 
If T hires sow | tho dividing of the crop, whee i 
my field, will, sow tares instead, | grew, pending wh: phe grnenbog shoppers came 
Lord will do the same. He does not re-|rest. Let the people be, indpced. to. 
quire us te sow death, but..the words. of | their tithin wand theo let 
life and salvation. If: we will not do that,. as reper authority. 
our President, will call us. baek, and cut, | Hanis gare an | 
‘ uit off, and will place others in our stead,” ing — ronnt of hia, labours. among the: 
| Paster. J, E. Jones spoke. of the 
Saints under their charge-—to live ne 
the Lord, and so aa tb enjoy mare of Hits 
Spirit, to attain whieh then intensied are soe to be coma 
be strict in keeping the Word of Wisdom, |“ Mormon” sympathy. is poor stuff; for 
and observe people ta live upc ‘anid, if any, der has, 
upright condnct, a love of spiritual thinga,, sympathized | 
and. eschew light: conversation and. tri- der’s failing. 
fling, and, act as hove, “The Lord. knows our failings, and. the 
and, purify the Church and rid it of those, been. general i thie Bees. pe 
who wonld not live their religion, In have it 
the. majority of the. Conferences, it. waa ders have suffered themselvea to, be carr 
found that only a few of those wha ought | away. by the current of. popular 
was not far from. amusing tq see.|\whe be Priesthc honouring. 
‘things for in the Word of Wise jas they, are, independent} .of. apy: persom 
their brains” to conjecture. the. m | “When you.want a thing done, and. the: 
words, to give the most fayourable nepor | people ane well powr in the, 
-of themselves. sionally,” hander, lightning, d Bpiris. 
“¥ den’t care.so much, for; it,” while.an- | among them, work to the 
other would say, “such.a stroz Jinaline- | proper pitch, and the thing be done. 
tion,” &c., &c., were. ve Frequently eel to prophesy good ales, for 
used ;. yet, not a corn did. the President's. phere tobe done here. 
from | The Welsh are a good people, and if the 
being. pinched !} Elders will go am with. the pro- 
was the ther per. If you wanta » say at onde, 
and: that. they, the |*T want sua thing not modify 
matter of overhauling its, expenditure. te your: lips, to, 
bere, for it ; w the devil around, 
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this mission | 

I want brother Daniels ‘to 

among the or u 
his we I wo 

this lace were locked up than that he 


remain here, if be cannot get 


body to work here in his stead 
Daniels is a financier—he would wear out 
and bands and _ distress himself 


his fingers 

for the benefit of the kingdom of God. 
He would walk twelve or miles to 
save a shilling of its funds. I wish all 
the Elders felt the same.” 


oats DANIELS assented to the 
roposition to go out to Preach 

sam he had done. 
‘ President Benson said—“I want the 
Elders to understand what spirit builds 
or tears down. I wish brother Dan- 
Counsellors to live, as it were, in 
be on hand to 
Fae his measures. Brother Daniels 
d not be afraid of asking them freely 
to.do what he desires. If Counsellors 
are not humble’ enough. 


of God, ‘and never ‘bring up any old 
eontention, but bury it ; ; and keep strictly 
the Word of Wisdom. ’. Be not too hard | a 
do business at 


beach and were baptized in the tide. 
They re-assembled at eight p.m., and 
were confirmed, when many prophecies 
were delivered and blessings pronoun 


sénilor 


ded in my mind to visit Wales this time, 


I felt ‘like having all ‘the presiding El. 


it than we are to make the necessary 
‘to receive it. But we ties: 
its; we ma choose to serve either 
to live in one kingdom 
or another. We have chosen for 
our friend, and have shown our choice by 
obeying the Gospel He sent by His ser- 
by making covenants with 


“ Every individual present knows his- 
own heart best, and the course he has been 
— There is not an Elder in this 
bat’ that can reflect upon his 

= remember the hours, 
ys, and weeks he has spent to no ac- 
count for the Church, nor to himself, 
but rather as a detriment toeach.' You 


jhave now covenanted again, and geod 


henceforth to ‘live, not by 
your ate but every word which 
shall come mouth of God,. 
It is a great cove- 
nant, and the Lord will hold you to it. 
He did not compel you to make it, but 
you volunteered; you knew it was right. 
a to do s0, "just as well as you knew 
t that it was your duty to o ve 
G . You know that we could 
continue to live in this Church as we Areal 
lived; for we have trampled the revelations 
of Jesus Christ under our feet, and have 
insulted the Almighty upon His throne, and 
He has been offended with us—eating and 
ng, and idling awa ote time 
0 out preaching t 
one knows his are’ 
fault in this matter; there are some bo- 


nourable exceptions. You are now 


ced. | to reform—to start out anew, an 


ou to aid us with all your might in 
Neer? away the scales from the eyes of 
the, peopl and to ‘be as diligent and 
as we are, and more Sithful if 

can. -Not a person must be tramel- 
ed in this. Church ; it is the pri and 
ht of each to enjoy all the light, know-_ 
and power that he can obtain—to. 


ATION. | 
er in & airy room, some- 
what larger than this, for at least three 
= to fast, pray, and speak to each 
antl we should get the Holy Ghost 
AOUIC us to degree we ought to enj 
The Lord is more willite to 
clim in bu » equal w im they are stand- 
| ing in slippery places. 
*“@ When you rehew your covenants, 
have to live from that time forth by every | 
us to preach’ to tiles, dis- 
| 7 Farar, 
| 
O, say what is 
: Hymn, “The God that others wor-/ clothed with the Spirit, as with yew 
| | ment, from morning until night, and from 
| “ | Bunsow said—“ When I deci-/ night until morning.‘ Hf you will do alt 
| 


REFORMATION, 


you have covenanted, you shall be filled and 
clothed ‘with it, and nothing shall hinder 
you. It is our privilege to have ae ee 
we shall have it if we will be s 

minded, and love to talk of the things of 
the ki , laying aside our light fire- 
side tal 
never to grieve the Spi it of God, nor of 
our brethren. We s ould be as careful 
of each other's feelings as of the apple of 


We 
@ want to live so, that we may have 
hy for we have a work to 
accomplish'in these lands must, one 
by us, His servants. He will not come 
, as He came before to travel, preach, 
and bless the people ; ‘He wants us to do 
it, and if we will not, He will remove us, 
| 


away your 
oly Spirit, 
understand you enter a 
habitation what kind of people reside 
there. See if Observe order and 
and teac 

on wholly, and individually. We have 
nothing else to do but to live and teach 


seligies. Preach by example and not | 


by talking only. We have been learning 
we now want the 


! the work! the LABOUR!) 


rother says, ‘LABOUR FOR) 
ZION.’ ave not yg berg work to 
do but to preach the pel, and ad-/|to 
— c the ordinances of the Lord’s 
House. ‘or what purpose are men call- 
if not to preach the 
Gospel? There are men in this land 
who have the Priesthood, working for the 
Gentiles for a miserable _—* who’ 
could h the Gospel, and carry on the 
work if would be alive te their 
duties, so that we would not need to'go to 
the trouble and ex of having so 
Their 


but and - 


, and vanity, and take a course in 


fields of -la- | preach 


them to live their |i 
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preach to the Gentiles. If il 
thelr they will ba 


as dead branches. 
Brother Daniels will see that every 


have pancakes and treacle piled up to our 
chins wire . All about it is, if we 
do not go, , we shall go to hell. 
dary things, and if we do not have it as 
to | we wish, bear it. 

be starved to d 

cruelty to send me oul President | 
Young taught me and others of the- 
Twelve, that if we would not support our © 
families, fit ourselves out, and go forth hes 


at our own 


to go to them full of the 
utiés; and, i ave a icle e 
Spirit of God will do them. 
“Those who will have faith and an eye 
single to the glory of God in g forth 
His Gospel, will not 


by Him; for He will provide for their 
/wants.. Bless your souls, the Lord never 
sent mouths without sending somethin 
to fill them. Who feeds, lotive” an 

provides for us but our God? Why then 
‘should we whine, and be afraid that our | 


families will starve ! 
_ “Brother Daniels, appoint districts for. . 
your Counsellors to in, that they 


may not come. in collison; and.that: you 
may see what each is. doing; go forth as. . 
much as you can yourself ; would a 
thas vos would place up than 


Conferences ae often encumbered 


we were not we ahi having the Apostle- 
om Here the Elders, are all their time 
illing and drilling for the Gentiles for a: 

small sum of: money, and neglecting to 

preach the Gospel.- I- want you, Pre. 

sidents of Conferences, to see this done, _ 

you wish to be ‘blessed. We do 
| not want | to: hear your whining about 

the people’s feelings and circumstances, 
| 
in. going about to poison Saints upon the poor Saints for thei 
Oppose good measures, and there they lie | sistence.. Some will go to. a Branch and - 
in- their dirty boles,. Well, we must; hoist | into a poor Saint's house, eat 
and drink, and in the night will go to 
scrubbing brushes upon meetin By he feels with.’ . 
them, to clean and fit them out to go’ and | Mormons, ‘and sach things (a good reasdn- 


| 
t 
| 
| 
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why he should feel good), and then go to cleanse yourselves until you get the Holy | 
the place, and ikea | Spirit — the power you. . 
spinning wheel, buzz, buzz, with the | Go, have many times done, with 
~o'd sound stil. Glear themr out, load | your blanket and bible to groves, rocks, 
‘them with booke, and send them far | and caves, and there read, pray, and fast, 
among the Gentiles; and if they will not | until. you are enwrapped with the fire of 
goto preach to the Gentiles, let them go | the Almighty. | ; 
to. dig .potatoes if they choose. * When you return to your Conferences, 
« fot the Elders go among the Gen- | call all the Priesthood together; declare 
tiles,. and have their subsistence from | a: solemn fast. Let. them confess their 
them, and the Presidents, &e:, who have | sins to God and to each other, repent and 
to visit the Saints, go also as much’ be baptized for the remission of their sins, 
.ag possible, and not consider themselves | after you have well pointed them out, 
Jocal Elders. The responsibility of warn- | and get them. filled with the Holy Spi 
iing..the inhabitants rests upon them./rit. Do not desist. uatil you get the 
Don’t be afraid of venturing out among | Saints filled with it, that you may dis- 
the Gentiles, the Lord will open the | tinguish between those who will serve 
‘way: before you, and provide for your | God, and those who will not. Baptize 
wants, by dreams and visions, and by} those who pay tithing and covenant. to 
opening their hearts. It. was in this | live their religion. Keepthe Word of Wis- 
manner that the Gospel was implanted in | dom, and-obey.the Priesthood. Do net 
these lands. We of Alma and Nephi.} baptize.any: person. tence mere promise 
going, in faith right. jatp the. midst of’ of: paring ithing. et those who-do- 
pay tithi 


their bitter enemies—the anites,. who. ing; remain: where they aré,:with- 
threatened to kill oe ening, them. in, or taking. the. 
came among them. to cut them off ; they will- o that. 


by.day, and by. night,. and: sueeeeded. in | themselves except they, mill reform.” 

bringing thousands‘of the Lams : The Spirit of God-like a fire is barn- 
ceed. thus? By having the: PowER- OF | after 
Gop. Why do we not. prospér the.| satisfaction that enough had - gaid,. 
same? Because we do not. get the same | sincerely trusting that all would go forth 


and because the. Hiders: have not.}.aud act as they had covenanted to de. 
lived their religion: The Oonference was dismissed with Bene- 


“ Go forth, brethren; fast and pray, and 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS" MILLENNIAL STAR.. 


SATURDAY, MAY 9, 1867. 


Excessive Lavcitsr.—For Sainte to indulge in over-much laughter is sin. God’ 
thas forbidden it in the revelations given to this Church: Laughter is an indication’ 
of the'state of the mind.. When the latter’is fult of levity, it gives: vent to ite foolish 
colitents by outbursts'of silly mirth: Whtn latighter is the effect of pute joy or wit: 
dom, it is usually exhibited‘in the cheerfiil smilé ;: every such expression of the coun- 
tenance indicates a jeyful, happy state of feeliig. There are no ebullitions of folly— 
nothing undignified or unbecoming; but the fre, spontaneous: effusions of a glad- 
theatt are éxpréssed: with a entile, sot unbecoming aw abgel in the presence of God. 
Siete is pure; and | | 
But thitt lnughté which vain or from: the 
speschies of a light and frivolous mind, proceeds, like. its dause from: the spirit 
“of, darkness; it the exhibition of = wedk. mind, tliat: feeds.on-chaf, in- 
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stead of wheat. A brain filled with nonsense pours out frivolous speeches 
through: the. orifiee- of. the -mouth,- but -the-laughter of: fools begins with a chok- 
ing, giggling sound in the throat, increasing, to a long-continued, and most disagree- 
able snort through the nose, and ending with a loud bawl of haw! haw/ haw! re- 
peated till the countenance becomes. distertedy.and -the system nearly prostrated with 
the ridiculous convulsion. In some the sound is not very unlike the braying of an 
ass, only far more ludicrous, NS: from a being resembling a human 
form. 

Saints should reform from these-uticomely grimaces; for, like all other evil prao- 
tices, the more they are indulged, the more power they exercise over the unhappy 
victims, uatil, at length, they. become confirmed into inveterate habits ; and the poor, 
silly creatures are shunned by' alk wise sensible persons. 

Did :you-ever see laughing: maniaes, possessed of the devil ? If you have; you heve 
seen the fiendish and heard: the horrible giggle, and demoniae langh; 
involutiturity from such unhappy beings, Do not-copy after them, but shan such 
spirits. Remember that the command is to Reform. Reform, therefore, from your 
idle thoughts, from your light speeches,: from your silly laughter, from your ny 
conduct; and from all your vanity‘and foolishness; and become Saints in 6 

Be gentlemen ‘and ladies, not after the fashion of this world; but accorditig to: the 
gentility of the Gospel whith is réevesled to justify, sanctify, purify, polish, refine, enno- 
ble, and exalc’ the sons and daughters'of God. Train yourselves’ for a higher and 
more dignified order of society. Prepare yourselves to behold, eonverse-with,.and. 
enjoy the sdciety of Angels, Apestion, of the. Princes ef. life,: 
and -Ged-the-Father-of. all; who is-ertthroned : in light im the rhidst of 

The present time, above all others;.whew sobértiess should: characterised 
For ever now; the heavens weep; and’gll eternity is patted over the 
nan. Even now, the angels unsheathed: the glittering sword, and are 
anxiously waiting the great command to reap down the. harvest..of: the earth, that: 
the tares mag.be burned. Even now. the earth groans in pain-td: be delivertid;, while 
theheavens' mourn; and bright thereed will: beeonte blavk}: 
to shite tiper our loathsome snd most degraded world: mig? 
ecémiity itself ‘is-shocked, and‘chothed itt dvép-mournit shat dis 
weep, and the sons of éarth shed no teats?’ O Saints of” 
hot against this generatiod ; and it will burn to the lowest. hells: He will waste-away:: 
and the inhabitants until the lands of Greet: Babylon chall:-be utterly empty: 
and dévolaté: Trifle not; therefore, but let the solentttities of etertral thitigs 
abide your minds, tHat when the Lord shall arive-to shake terribly this eaetl, 
feet: may. stand fast, and not slip; and that when the glory of His Majesty shall amite . 
the wicléed, you. may endure the brightness: thereof, and. dwell. therein. forever aad. 
— 


‘ih which it:fé involved: 
"A Nothing looks’ worse ‘ott’ Indy than darned’ a” Allow 
us'to observe that dtovkiigs Which reed’ léok mach worse thatt 
Tad Chinese ave an odd wiy of éelling thel?-vofumés. are’ 
them they: are teulight; the seller coolly tears leaves from another bovis and 
theas the--scale! many’ bdeks: published ‘in: this: 
to be sold by. weight: 
thie category. 


‘ 


i 
i 
| 


bre of: inspiration ; yet neither the logic 
the sublime = of Milton can 


_ but give up his proposition— 
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CREDIBILITY OF THE BOOK OF MORMON AS COMPARED WITH THAT 
OF THE BIBLE. | 


BY ©. W. WANDELL. 


(From the “ Western Standard.”) 
(Continued from page 281.) 


1. In the examination of the internal 
evidences of a book purporting to be of 
divine origin, we must necessarily 
ourselves of some just criteria by which 
we can determine with certainty the claims 


of such book; or we will probably arise | 


from the investigation no wiser than when 
we sat down. 

2. The divine narrative should be con- 
sistent with itself, and with such extrane- 
ous matter as to 
bearing upon it, with regard to time, , 
however, . mon collateral, and would 
be justly claimed for any composition, 
whether. human or ivine. - Therefore, in 
a divine record we woald certainly expect 
to find the constituent to harmonize 


i guage 

evidence ‘whatever of divine inspiration. 
It ou all:our ideas of consistency, 
that should seek: to impart divine 
knowledge for the benefit of His creatures, 
and clothe that knowledgein a garbof sub- 
limity that notone in ten thousand can fully 
expect Him to simplify His language, so 
that 1 intellects could without dif- 
ficulty comprehend Him. Christian phi- 

2 wever, have taken a different 
view of this. With them sublimity is a 


Bacon, the elegance of Hume, nor 
found in the Old or New Testament. 


This every Christian critic, if he would 
t sublime 


the test. of divine truth—would 
Bat i 


fully couched in the simplest terms, in 

order that no item may be mispnderstood ; 
and we shall set it dewn asa test, That 
a most cases is a characteristic 
of the of inspi 


| moguage inspiration. 

4. The evidence of miracles is but col- 
lateral, and not conclusive. Jehovah has, 
at various times, controlled the elements 
and ded the ordinary course of 
nature, for the benefit of the Saints; 
but His wonders and signs have not 


‘been, the only ones which men have 


held with astonishment. The superiority 
of the miracles of Moses over those of 
the Egyptian priests, only proved to 
Pharaoh that he was the greater magician. 
The Pagans hesitated not to compare the. 
miracles of Pythagoras with those of our 
Saviour; and the only reply the Christian. 
fathers could make was, “ That the Pagan 
miracles were wrought by the pewer of 
demons, while those Christ were 
wrought by the power of God.” Again, 


“If T cast out devils by Beelzebub, by 


whom do your children cast them out ?” . 
Matt. xii. 27.. “And he doeth great 
wonders, so that he maketh fire come 
down from. heaven on the earth in the 

ht of men, and deceiveth them.” Rev. 


xii. 13. “For are the spirits: of 


devils, working m ” Rev. xvi. 14. : 
Signs. and wonders, therefore, unsup-. 
by better evidences, nothing 
or inspiration. Yet miracles were ever 
in close companionship with the spirit of 


‘revelation and prophecy, and are, 


all controversy, one of the visible signs of . 


be | the true Church. See 1 Cor. xii. 28. But 


wonders are not If there 
arise.among you a Prophet, or a dreamer | 
giveth thee a sign ora 


wonder, and the sign. or the wonder come. 


to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying; 
which thon bash: 


| shalt not:hearken: tito the words-of that 


or that dreamer of dreams :' for’ > 


‘the Lord your God proveth you, to know’ 


with the whole; but such harmony would 
be by no means above the human intellect ; 
and, while such evidence would be essen- 
tial, wowld not be conclusive. 
criterion, and, right or. wrong, will 
defend it equally against the aneers of the not. cnc DS: ti: us serve them 5 tnot 
| sceptic and the conclusions: of common 
| sense.: - A father’s instructions:to his son, 
| : er the master’s to his servant, are care- 
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¢ 


all and with all your soul.” 
xi ‘1—4. We may safely set it 
down, That in most instances a genuine 
) will be attested by miracles, 
such atteststion will be of but 
secondary importance as evidence. | 
5. Itis reasonable to in 
a revelation to a parti 
Aimighty would 
that provi ey such a 
naaiieed but when that is wanting, His 
words would still be as plain as possible, 
that there might be no mistaking them. 
Now it so happens, that.of all modern 
enlightened natiens, the English and Ame- 
rican are thé only ones which have no strict- 
ly defined matical standard; conse- 
quently, this rule will not apply to them, 
only in so far as this, viz., A divine revela- 
tion, or an inspired translation of sacred 
books made to those who 


. God has 
which we may 
of the 
hands of the skilful assayer, and we may 


nothing doubting. 


This test i¢ FOREKNOWLEDGE. The 


what shall be after him,” is a truism 
that all human — verifies. 


precepts of the Old and New Testaments, 


ye love the Lord your God with 


words purporting to be divine. The acids 
chemist are not more certain in the 
approach this test with all confidence, 
saying of Solomon, that “A man cannot. 


Man 
peculate of the fature, | mig 


be crowded into one paragraph, |: 


: that 
we may be dismayed, and behold it to- 
gether. Behold, ye are of nothing, and’ 


we heard, when we were with him in the’ 
holy mount. We also a 
word of . whereunto ye do 
that ye 2 Peter 19. 

7. Here is God’s rule of evidence; and’ 
of such importance was it in the estima- « 
tion of Peter, that he preferred it to the~ 
the evidence of his senses. His ‘and — 
ears might have been deceived; but the 
fulfilment of the c word was a8 &. 


light shining in a dark place. It was a 
7 png in his heart, appealing to.’ 
his wnderstanding with a force, compared 


with which the mere evidence of the senses. 
as next to nothing. ‘In this he did not ° 

tand alone for Obristian 

writers have:also seen the potency of this ._ 

sort of proof, and have so effectually. used 

it in refuting’ sceptical arguments, . that: 

Infidels have driven to the disingen 

ousevasion of asserting that: the 

cies ‘were written after the events sai 

have been predicted occurred. 


a 


hty knew the end from the beginning, 
wires consider Him as the Author of 
all existence; that the past has been, the 
present is, and the future will be, each a 
‘constituent of His great plan, which 
2 rmed in His own mind 
ion. We can as easily 


iu 


we 
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hether tshow us what shall happen: let them 
|show the former Migr they be, 
that we may consider them, and know the :_ : 
latter end of them; or declare us things 
for to come. Shaw the things that are to-: 
come hereafter, that we may know that ye 
your wo naught: an abomination - 
is he that chooseth you.” Isa. xli. 21—24. 
“ And this voice which came from heaven : 
lish language should be simplified as much 
but he know. nothing beyonc the presen 
ld the 
unaided by this irresistible touchstone, | 
would fail to convince the inquiring mind | 
of their divine authenticity. The fulfil- | imagine, that an architect 
dence which has given to us to dis-| without a plan of it, as 
between truth and error. “When | Deity wool lay the foun } 
a é eth in the name of the | Universe at hap-hazard. 
Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come to | the plan as a wh . 
that is the thing which the Lord aloo, a knd 
not spoken, but the. Prophet hath | But no being can 
spoken it presumptuously.” Deut. xviii. | to bring to pass, 
22. And, in the antithesis,:That Prophet | There is no inheren 
- which speaks in the name of the Lord, and | which he can discern 
that is the thing | is so constituted, as to be 
which the Lord has spoken. |“ Produos'| stand so much of it as God 
yout ‘strony’ reasons, the. of] of the tet 4 
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by which mankind may distinguish be- 
tween divine and human compositions... 
9. The tion then arises, Does the 
Book: of Mormon successfully bear this. 
test? Itdoes. There.are numerous pre- 
dictions: in that book which. were to be 
fulfilled, as consequences of its publica- 
tion, Oneis, That.many would believe it 
to be a sacred record. And when we 
consider how firmly.the dogma, “that the 
canon of. the scriptures was full,” was 
fastened upon the minds of all Christen- 
dom.; and in what.a marvellous degree of 
veneration the Bible was held, insomuch 
that the most fearful maledictions were 
sup to have been pronounced against 
those who should “add to that book,” or 
give countenance to such addition; the 
prediction, it must be admitted, appeared 
not a little singular, and by no means 


likely to receive a fulfilment. It might | 


have been conjectured that many would 
read it; but to believe, it was, apparently, 
quite a-different. affair. | 

10. Another prophecy is, That multi- 
tudes of the Saints would gather together 
and establish a Zion upon this Continent. 
Another is, That the priests. of the day 
would :rage against the Saints, and would 
shed their blood. This prediction is 
worthy of the most careful notiee. It 
was to be fulfilled. by ministers of religion, 
and in the United. States. Let us carry. 
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our minds back to 1827—30; when’the, 
idea of molesting a man. for opinioa’s, 
sake was not dreamed of by the Christian, 
‘sects. A new about to be:, 
| promulgated ; a trine harmless in. 
and ically non-resistent; a 
doctrine which enforced every. Christian . 
virtue, and reprobated-vice in every form. 

What American citizen would have sup.. 
posed that, without any just or cemaniie, 
cause whatever, armed mobs, headed and 

| led on by preachers, would march against. 
the unoffending believers in that doctrine, 
and shed their blood without mercy? No. 
man could have supposed it. Such an 

event impossible. Yet the pro. 
is in the Book of Mormon, 
fulfitment is too well known to require a. 


‘| particular notice here. -The subject is 


| too painful to dwell upon. 
11. The foregoing are not all that we. 

paper article, and enough to 4 
proposed test. If the fulfilment of, 
phecy proves the divine —— of the. 
writings of Isaiah or Daniel, it does the 
same of the writings of Mormon: and per 
| consequence, proves the prophetic mission. 
of Joseph-Smith; and it only requires the. 
mind to be relieved of sectarian asa i 
to readily and cheerfully apply the rule in. 
the one case as well as in a other, : 


abide by the unavoidable conclusien. 


(Te de continued.) 
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BY HENRY 


WHITTALL. 


Oxsgction: “From. all that I have |. 


read, heard, and seen, I.am satisfied that 
they [Mormons] have very mistaken, de~ 
fective views of , the evil 
nature sin, and the 
uences of transgreasi holy law o 
God. When men ioe but. superficial, 
views of what sin is, it is not surprising. 
that they.should corrupt the tenth, pon a 
propagate error: In confirmation of this 
opinion, we. find that the. doctrines of 
. Book, Mormon) are. directly. opposed. 
to.the plan..of a sinner’s, tance with. 
in: the: Bible.” 


Answer: It is quite clear from the. 
foregoing sentiments, that their author 
has himself either ve 
of the doctrines of the “ [of], Mor-. 
| mon,” or.“ very mistaken, defective views ”" 
of the plan of a sinner’s tance: with. 
God, as revealed in the Bible,”—moss. 
| likely both,—otherwise he. would not. rt. 
present the former as being “ opposed” 

to the latter. Wherein the edop-. . 
weighed ” inles. 
“Mormonism.” in fictitious. “ | 

of his own construction-—the work of bi, 
own imayinati hence his 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Continued from page 287. 
| 
| 
mongsm: VW e1ghed,, Hamang. | 


gens are “found wanting ” in justice and 


own’ terms; but such 


t. The unprejudiced student of. delestvs must end i im disap- 
the Book of Mormon eannot but at pointment-and dismay. ‘God’s ways are: 
‘the fact that its doctrinal teachings are | not as their -ways:;:‘His thoughts-are not 


of the sanctuary,” will soon be “satisfied” | or 
no class of people more 


the same‘as those of the Bible. He who/as their theughts. It is His 
will take the trouble to “ weigh” alone to‘dictateterms, and privilege 
“Mormonism ” in the genuine “‘ balances | to “The Gospel, 


lof however, is*in itself 
simple,“ and so suited to the- 


Scriptural al capaciten fal; way faring man 


‘the evil nature of sin, and th readful | need 


need err Bhrevein. Nor isthe simplicity of 


of transgressing the -hely| the Gospel omty‘pomt-of value ; for it 
‘taw of God,” than do the “ Mormons,” 18 80 mates atid:-necessities 


_ Batter-day: ‘Saints. Indeed, it is the very | of men, that Hts divine '“ power” is avail-. 
‘arden of their preaching—it i is their.con- | able to: ml, thowever low, are 
stant theme, their continual aim, and un- | beyond itsteaeh. “‘Goil is thus able and 


wearying labour, to warn the peo 
under heaven of the danger 


of sin—of the awful ‘evident 
‘dellion against the ewe of 


willing'‘to save; even “to the uttermost,” 
| all who come‘ity the appemted way. Man 


igetds adwation; .and until he 
feels this*need, the Gospel can 


‘the sectarian ' réligionists of dmever be ‘godd ‘news ’or glad tidings to 
owith the Bible in their hands, habicuall hin, ‘Revdlatier assures us'that all man- 
and daringly despise the ordinances of: kind are; in'thesight-of God, m a lost and 
God, and violate the everlasting covenant 4 ruined ‘conditien. ) Dhe cause: of this is. 
‘ unblushing assurance: to eharge | “ein is the transgression of the law ;” 
‘the * Mormons” with :that rejection of that “the wuges ‘of sin ‘is death.” 
the Gospel which is the peculiar-and ‘dis- }And tame 'sinvand ‘death imto the 
characteristic ‘of ‘their ‘own j‘wottd? “Scripture forms that 


ow the principles.of “ Mormen- | one man sity ‘the world, and d 
idm or ‘the doctrines of the beok :{of + Death being thus: the legal 
‘Mormon ” are directly opposed to the plan j alty ad: ‘the pene result of sin, it is 


of a.sinner’s ‘aeceptance with God-ias re- kevident that if ‘our first: parents’ had not 
Bible,” our opponent failsito | they would not ‘have died, but 


In ‘order, however, to ‘meet ‘bis #ould ‘have remitined, as they: were ‘crea- 
ofairly oad fully, we: will: state | ted; immortal. ‘planted i in #den the 
ur 


“‘views ” ‘upon ‘the -subjectiare, |*tree of dife ant Severy'tree that is 
and leavethe reader ‘to judge and ‘deter- } pleasantto ‘and ‘for food, 


mine ‘for himself:as to whether 


‘seriptaral or not —whether we have ‘very | 


the cevil nature sof siny and | 


eonsequences tof 
whether: we hav 
ficial views : sia is, 
bethether ave corrupt the truth, and pro. | 

opagate error, ”..whether-our doctrines ” 
diveotly opposed ‘to ithe plan. ‘ofa 


-bhey:are :iin . 


Inistaken, views of ‘human: 


rainner’s: we'find that he 


, every tree of the 


and evil, thou 


isthe plan ‘ob e farbidden fruit effee- 
God’yown revealed method: by by whieh {ted in his system, 


sHelisiin: 


» fer, from 
ject’ te 
ing ‘tothe! ‘prom 
‘Fielding vo 
tation, that-aet, 
Of death 


became 
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Py 
hou eavest4 avely die ;” 
pr, via imal‘reading, 
int Shevday theueatest thereof, 
rine, DE.”  Phis did not 
mean that, wiehin‘ewenty-four hours from 
wth. 
ys of the 
her-solici- 
which the 
in their 


_his family. 


‘thus transferred to future generations. 
Hence, all mankind, who compose the 


vast family of Adam, are by nature heirs 
-of mortality. “Is is appointed unto all. 
_ men once to die: ” and the celestial “ tree 


of life,” with its “ twelve manner of fruits,” 


by the flaming sword of cheru- 
im, 


will bloom in no more on earth, 
until that day shall arrive which has been 
spoken of by all the holy Prophets since 
the world. began—even the time of the 
“restitution of all things”—when the 


earth shall be restored to its 


beauty, when the desolate “ wilderness ” 
shall blossom “like Eden,” and the soli- 
‘tary “desert like the garden of the Lord.” 
After the rebellion of our first parents, 
Satan, the great adversary and tempter, 
gained increasing power over the minds 
of men. There were undoubtedly some 
righteous persons, like Abel and Enoch, 
who faithfully walked according to the 
commandments of God, aad withstood 
-the temptations and evil influences that 
surrounded them ; but the great majority 


' of mankind, on the contrary, yielded to 


every evil suggestion that was presented 
to them, succumbed to ev evil in- 
clination that arose within them, and 


_ abandoned themselves as willing victims to ; 
ndeed, the 


Satanic power and rule. 
whole earth was ere long filled with all 
kinds of abominations. We read that 
“‘God saw that the wickedness of man 


. was great in the earth, and that every 


imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil contin ;” and “the 
earth was filled with violence; and God 
looked upon the earth, and behold it was 
-corrupt; for all @esh had ‘corrupted his 
way upon the earth.” Thus did the work 


- of sin go on, until at length the judgments 
_ of God descended as evil doers : 
the flood came, and swept them all away, 


with the exception of righteous Noah and 
e are informed that “Noah 
was a just man, and perfect in his gene- 


gations; and Noah walked with 


He became the father of the new world, 
and received the blessing of God upon 


_ himself and family. But did sin cease to 
_reign? Alas, no. Its operations soon 


recommenced, and its direful effects be- 


_ame indeed too manifest. The great 
| serene still continued his hostility to the 
_ wor 

. the force of Adam’s example, but from 


of God; and mankind, not from 
Aheir willing submission to Satanic influ. 
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bodies, perpetuated in their offspring, and ' 


ence, and their own wilful ; 
tions, grew, from time to time, worse and 
worse, loving evil in preference to good, 
inclining to error rather than to 
and thus sinking deeper and deeper into 
sin, degradation, and woe. Generations 
after generations came into being, and 
passed away, leaving the world worse than 
they found it. That such has been the 
course of man is a fact too obvious to be 
denied. The records of human history 
are filled with the saddest memorials of 
man’s downward career. The sacred 
volume declares that “the whole world 
lieth in wickedness;” that “all have sin. 
ned and come short of the glory of God;” 
that “ they are all gone out of the way;” 
that “ all we, like sheep, have gone astray, 
and have turned every one unto his own 
way;” that “if we say we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us.” Such being the case, then, it is 
ainfully evident that the ungodly mem- 
ae of the whole human race are, inde- 
ndently of original sin, lying under the 
Divine displeasure and condemnation for 
their own wickedness and rebellion, and 
are subject to the threatened penalty of 
eternal woe, in being punished with ever- 
lasting destruction, from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of. His 
power.” But is there no hope for guilty 
man ?—no obtainable remedy ?—no. pos- 
sible mode of escape? Are there no 
means by which this impending doom can 
be averted, and man liberated from the 
curse of a broken law and the merited 
vengeance of an offended God? Yea, 
happily for man there és a hope of deliver- 
ance. Good news have come down from 
heaven ; glad tidings of mercy have been 
sent from the court of Divine justice 
above, te sinners here below, who are 
“sitting in darkness and in the shadow 
of death.” A reprieve is ted—s 
scheme devised—a gracious plan adopted 
by that very Being whose laws we have 
violated and dishonoured, and whose dis- 
pleasure we have so often incurred, by 
which we can be saved from the awful 
consequences of our guilt, and be ad- 
mitted to the presence and favour ofa 
reconciled God. Man has, by sin, anda 
long course of degeneracy, forfeited hs 
birthright, “and become subject to the 
unmitigated penalty of eternal woe; and 
pay it he must—unless, indeed, 


he can 
procure a substitute—an adequate and 
}acceptable surety. This (which is his 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| ; 
| 
| 


just, that be might bring us to God.” 


* our transgressions; he was bruised for 
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only hope,) he is himself utterly unable to 
provide ; but, thanks to Divine grace ap 
mercy itis provided for bim. The be- 
loved Son of God, the first born of Jeho- 
vah, even Jesus Christ the righteous, has 
in merey condescended to take upon him- 
self the personal responsibility of satisfy- 
ing these indispensable demands of Divine 
justice, in man’s stead, and of doing that 
for poor, weak, sinful mortals which they 
were unable to do for themselves, by acting 
as their legal substitute, their surety, their 
Saviour. He came down from ven 
and took upon himself on earth a body of 
flesh and blood, in which he “ suffered for 
sins” not his own, “ the just for the un- 


He came as the “ mediator between God 
and men,” and the propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world.” He “gave 
himself a ransom for all,” and “ redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us.” ‘ He was wounded for 


our iniquities; and with his stripes we 
are healed.” He lived and suffered, bled 
and died, as a victim or penal sacrifice to 
Divine justice, on our behalf, and in our 
stead, in order that we might be released 
from the penalty of the law which we 
have broken, and be freed from the ever- 
lasting punishment due to our sins. This 
work of Christ, as an offering for univer- 
sal sin, is acceptable to God and infinitely 
beneficial to man; for thereby the guilti- 
ness of the world is atoned for, the integ- 
rity of the moral law sustained, the 
honour and justice of God satisfied and 
maintained, and the channel of Divine 
mercy and — opened to fallen, rebelli- 
ous man. This great work of redemp- 
tion is the theme of gratitude and delight 
to myriads of happy beings now in hea- 
ven, and will also be the source of pure 


one unto his own way.” 


and unending joy to millions yet unborn. 
The benefits resulting from the mediato- | 
rial work of Christ, however, are available | 
to man only on certain conditions. So, 
far as original sin, or the sin of Adam, is: 

concerned, all men, without exception, | 
will be released from its penalty—death—. 
unconditionally. As Adam’s disobedience 
involved all his posterity in that penalty 
which they had no share in incurring, so, | 


in like manner, will the vicarious death of ; 


Christ liberate all from that penalty, and | 
restore to them, unconditionally, that 
which they had ‘no agency in forfeiting. 
Thus every individual member of the vast 


303 
human family will be raised again from 


d | the dead. “For since by man came death, 


by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam ALL die, even so 
in Christ shall ALL be made alive.” (1 
Cor. xv. 21, 22.) It does not follow, how- 
ever, that all who are thus resurrected or 
raised again from death, will be saved in 
the celestial kingdom of God. Far from 
it. Some that “sleep in the dust of the 
earth” will “awake” to “ everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting con- 
tempt. And they that be wise shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteousness, as 
the stars for ever and ever.” (Dan. xii. 
2,3.) “The trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed: for this curruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. (1 Cor. xv. 
52, 53.) All mankind, by being thus re- 
stored to life again, will have recovered 
that which they had lost through Adam’s 
transgression. But, independently of ori- 
ginal sin, the whole world stands guilty 
before God of nal wickedness—volun- 
tary and wilful rebellion against His holy 
laws and commandments. “All we, like 
sheep, have gone astray, and turned ev 

We have all, 
more or less, “done those things which 
we ought not to have done, and left un- 
done those things which we ought to 
have done.” Hence, though, exonerated 
from original guilt, and released from its 
forfeiture, by our ransom from the grave, 
we have, nevertheless, to answer for our 
own individual transgressions. Being 
free agents, we are responsible for all our 
actions, and, therefore, after our redemp- 
tion from temporal death, “we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that every one may receive the = 
done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 
(2 Cor. v. 10.) Itis clear and evident 
that we are held nally accountable 
to God for those sins only of which we 
are actually guilty; and their name, alas, 
is legion, for they are many.. We have 
not so much to do with the way in 
which sin came into the world, as with 
the lamentable fact that it «s here, and 
that we are guilty of it. Now, it is cer- 
tain, that although Christ has wrought 
out a full aid complete atonement for:us, 
by the shedding of his blood, we never- 


| theless eannot claim the benefits of that 
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